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Letter from the President by Julie Cohn, President   

Happy New Year to Old Braeswood! My kick-off message of 2020 concerns the state of 
the neighborhood ï in financial terms. 

Those of you who were able to attend the annual membership meeting in November 
heard a presentation about the financial status of the Old Braeswood POA (OBPOA). 
Here is a brief recap and update on increases in dues and patrol subscription fees. 

While historically the Associationôs finances have been quite stable, 2018 and 2019 saw 
significant shortfalls, due to three major initiatives - defense of deed restrictions 
against a proposed townhome  development project, preparation of new Architectural 
Review Guidelines, and two deed restriction amendment initiatives. It should be noted 
that the cost of the 2019 amendment project was mostly offset by generous donations 
from our neighbors. Many, many thanks to you! 

Only 60-65% of us pay annual POA dues. Nonetheless, weôve gotten a lot done! On a 
very slim budget of about $45,000 per year, OBPOA provides architectural project re-
view, deed restriction enforcement, mosquito control, regular communications 
(newsletters, listserve blasts, and website), social events, membership meetings, and 
constituent services to all residents in Old Braeswood. Hereôs how that breaks down: 

Last summer the Executive Committee voted to increase ARC fees in order to meet the 
cost of project reviews. This month the Executive Committee voted to increase our Reg-
ular annual dues (by $25) to $150 per household to match our expenditures and to re-
build our deed restriction defense fund. The Committee also increased Sustaining level 
dues to $200 and Patron level dues to $300. While the dues are voluntary, you 
can see that full participation by every neighbor will result in a    
balanced budget.          See ñPresidentôs Letter continued on Page 4 In this issue  
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Sponsor the Old Braeswood Newsletter ð
A great way to promote your business!  
Thereôs no better place to reach the Old Braeswood 
community with your ad than in the newsletter. 
Consider becoming a sponsor to help us offset 
printing and mailing costs. Sponsors will be 
acknowledged in newsletters throughout the year: 
first with an image, followed by regular recognition 
in each subsequent edition. The newsletter is 
mailed to 400 homes.  Sponsorships begin at $75 
for a business card size image, $150 for a quarter 
page, and $250 for a half page. Discounts availa-
ble for sponsoring multiple editions. For more 
information contact info@OldBraeswood.com.  

About $150/household 
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If too many households fail to partici-
pate, we will have to reduce services, 
which will undermine all the things we 
love about Old Braeswood. 

We pay for the excellent patrol service 
staffed by S.E.A.L. Security entirely 
with voluntary subscription fees. For 
the past seven years, S.E.A.L. charged 
us $22/hour for patrolling, which 
barely covers the cost of the officerôs 
salary and is significantly below the 
amounts paid by other neighborhoods.  

We have benefited from 60-hour/
week patrol coverage and, as we 
learned at our annual meeting, we 
have had very little crime in our neigh-
borhood in recent years. S.E.A.L. re-
quested an increase to match the mar-
ket and cover their expenses and we 
have agreed to an increase to $28/
hour in 2020 and $32/hour in 2021. 
In accordance with this, a majority of 
the Executive Committee voted to increase 
the voluntary patrol subscription fee from 
$300/year to $400/year, which is in line 
with, or below, the fees paid in other neigh-
borhoods. Nonetheless, we are challenged to 
meet the full expense of 60-hour/week cov-
erage because only 60 to 67% of us pay sub-
scription fees. If we do not collect enough 
subscription fees to cover S.E.A.L. patrolling 
60 hours per week, we will cut back patrol 
hours.   

To those of you who regularly participate in 
paying your dues and subscription fees, 
please accept a huge THANK YOU!  

To those who have not yet been able to do 
so, please reflect on the value of services you 
receive ï if you contribute, we will be able to 
maintain Old Braeswood as the welcoming 
and attractive residential community we so 
enjoy. 

The Executive Committee approved the  
2020 spending plan shown here, to be ad-
justed as needed according to actual reve-
nues.  

Our goals for 2020 are: 
  1)  75-80% Participation in Membership 
Dues   and Patrol Subscription Fees   
  2) ARC fee income to cover ARC expenses 
  3)  Sponsors for parties, newsletters, etc. 

You can help! Volunteer to work on 
these projects! Send your ideas for in-
creasing our revenues to                         
info@OldBraeswood.com. 
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In this edition of our slow walk through the deed 
restrictions, we are going to focus on some very 
specific provisions about how buildings look in Old 
Braeswood. There are not many details, but there are 
a few, and they relate to the height, exterior materials, 
value of buildings. 

For properties in Braeswood Section 1, there are a few 
provisions to keep in mind. Article 4 specifies that all 
residences shall be a full two stories tall and the 
exterior material shall be of stucco, masonry, or 
something similar that is satisfactory to OBPOA . The 
provisions are similar for Braeswood Addition and 
Braeswood Extension (within the restrictions for 
both, see Articles (f) and (g)). BUT, note that in the 
latter sections of our neighborhood, the value of the 
residences may not be less than $7,500! (Iôm feeling a 
little bit nostalgic for the good old days of $7,500 
homes right about now, how  about you?)  

ñWait a minute,ò you may say, ñthere are many one-
story homes throughout our neighborhood!ò Yes, this 
is true. In all three sections, the deed restrictions 
provide for exceptions, but only when permission is 
obtained in writing from OBPOA first. 

When you are ready to build, remodel, or update any 
part of a property in Old Braeswood, your first step 
should always be to consult with the Architectural 
Review Committee (email ARC@OldBraeswood.com) 
and take a glance at the  deed restrictions, ARC 
Guidelines, and Plan Review Application, which are 
available here: http://OldBraeswood.com/wp/deed-
restrictions/.    

Executive Committee Welcomes  
New Members by Julie Cohn 

Welcome to Mike Kelly and Ann Garnett, who were 
both elected at the Annual Meeting on November 14, 
2019. 
 

Mike Kelly takes over as 
Treasurer from Bill 
Marchbank. (Thank you, 
Bill, for your years of 
volunteer service!)  Mike is 
Manager of Process Safety 
Audits for Chevron and has 
lived in the neighborhood 
with his wife, Krista 
Heidersbach, since 2011. 
The year after they arrived, 
they hosted a POA 
Members Meeting in their 
home. Mike is a familiar 
face at Park Parties as he assists Krista, our POA Social 
Chair. He and Krista are also known for the Husky dogs 
they rescue and that greet us from behind the gate 

when we pass their 
house.  
 

Ann Garnett takes over 
the office of Secretary 
that was previously filled 
by Samia Khalil, who  
was elected Vice 
President.  

Ann and her husband 
Joe, who is a former 
OBPOA officer, are both 
attorneys,  and have lived 
in Old Braeswood since 
1992. Ann is Assistant  
 General Counsel for MRC 
 Global Inc.  
 

She has already served in 
many capacities, but she 
and Joe are best known 
for hosting the Garden 
Clubôs annual BBQ  
Kickoff each September. 
Ann is a Garden Club past 
president. Also, for many 
years Ann has served as 
our Republican Precinct 
Judge.  
 

From time to time, 
depending on how the 
political winds have been 
blowing, Old Braeswood  
balloting is done in Annôs  
carport on Gramercy.    
 

Learn to Love the  
Deed Restrictions #4  by Julie Cohn 

Quick Response by SEAL Patrol on Jan. 12  by Dee & Bill Murray 

On the evening of January 12, 2020 at about 7:15 pm, a disheveled man knocked on 
our door. I asked him to leave and immediately called SEAL.  After my call to the 
SEAL dispatcher, we watched as he approached two other houses across the 
street. Within five minutes a SEAL officer was at our door to report that he had locat-
ed the man and had escorted him out of the neighborhood. The incident was reported 
to HPD by SEAL. The officer reported back quickly to all of the other neighbors who 
had also called about this man. We remain so pleased with this service!   
 
Some neighbors are unaware that SEAL officers carry guns and are trained law en-
forcement personnel, with many years of experience. Although they cannot officially 
make arrests, they work closely with HPD when an arrest is needed. More often than 
not, their proactive response and investigations of suspicious activity prevent crime 
before it can occur and their presence drives criminals out of the neighbor-
hood. SEALôs highly visible presence and fast response rate is a major crime deter-
rent. Wonôt you help keep the SEAL officers here 7 days per week with your Patrol 
Subscriptions?!   
 

Please call the SEAL dispatcher at 713-422-2770 whenever you encounter suspicious 
activity  in the neighborhood or need to request vacation watch service.    
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Your House Has a History   by Susan Froehly Teich, OBPOA Historian  

The house at 2328 Under-
wood Blvd. first appeared in 
the Houston City Directory 
in 1939 and the owners were 
names well known to Hous-
tonians - Harry Isaac and 

Trudy (Gertrude) Battelstein. The house was designed by 
architect Eugene Werlin, who also designed Mecom Foun-
tain. (Braeswood, An Architectural History, by Stephen 
Fox, page 27.) 

Harry was Secretary-Treasurer of Battlesteinôs Inc. but he 
would rise to become Chairman of the Board in 1956.  

The company was founded in 1897 by Harryôs father, Phil-
ip, a Lithuanian immigrant who opened a tailor shop at 618 
Main St. in a 12ô by 12ô space in the Prince Theater building. 
The company grew from there.  

Harry joined his Dad in 1919 and menôs ready-to-wear was 
added. Over time, he and brothers Abe and Ben added 
womenôs ready-to-wear, a boyôs and young menôs shop, and 
a millinery shop. The term ñready-to-wearò distinguished 
clothing that was not, like many clothes at that time, tai-
lored to order. The millinery shop catered to the necessity 
of wearing a hat when appearing in public.  

In 1950 Battlesteinôs opened in a new, 10-story building at 
812 Main St, designed for it by architects Joseph Finger 
and George Rustay. For decades that building was a down-
town landmark.  

In 1954 Battlesteinôs expanded with a store in River Oaks 
and shortly thereafter suburban stores at Sharpstown, 
Almeda, and Northwest Malls. (In 1967, the Battlestein 
family sold the stores to Manhattan Industries, which later    

operated them under the Frost 
Brothers name. Frost Brothers was 
liquidated in 1989.) 

In 1959 Harry and Trudy moved to 
a highrise at 1400 Hermann Drive 
and their nephew Bernard I. 
Chotiner and his wife Betty moved 
in. Bernard was the son of Harryôs 
sister Tobie and was a Vice Presi-
dent at Battlesteinôs. After Ber-
nardôs death in 1965, Betty re-
mained for two more years and 
then moved to Lamar Tower. 

Buying from Betty were Harold S. 
and Jean Gilbert. Harold was Vice 
President of Coastal Bag & Bagging 
Corp., a privately owned company 
started in 1954 and still in opera-
tion today making bags for agricul-
tural and industrial packaging. 
They stayed until 1971. 

The next two owners were drawn 
from the Houston Medical Center. 

First there was Dr. Alexander Romagnoli and his wife 
Nancy, arriving in 1972. Dr. Romagnoli completed his 
medical degree at the University of Florence, Italy, 
before serving residencies in England and Canada. He 
was Professor of anesthesia at McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada, for 16 years. In Houston, he was 
Professor of Anesthesiology and staff physician at The 
Texas Heart Institute for 30 years, not all of them 
while living in Old Braeswood. 

The Romagnolis sold in about 1976 to Dr. Aubrey E. 
Boyd III and his wife Nancy. New to Houston, Aubrey 
(Chris) was professor of medicine at Baylor College of 
Medicine and Chief of endocrinology at Ben Taub 
Hospital. In 1990 Nancy, then widowed, sold to Arlen 
Melbourne Driscoll and his wife Julie Davis Driscoll. 

Arlen was an attorney who began practice with Brace-
well and Patterson, and then, after a couple of moves, 
opened his own law firm, The Driscoll Law Firm. Julie 
was a realtor for Greenwood King. They stayed 
through 1995. 

The next (and current) owners are Robert H. and El-
len (Weingarten) Wagnon. Robert is CEO of Republic 
State Mortgage Co., which he founded in 1994. It is 
privately held and operates from 30 offices across 13 
states. He is the great-great-grandson of wildcat oil-
man T.P. (Thomas Peter) Lee. T.P. and his brother 
William Ellsworth Lee started the second Spindletop 
boom.  

The Lees have been a presence in Old Braeswood 
from its beginning. T.P.ôs niece Faustine Lee was mar-
ried to Glenn McCarthy. [Their estate, Glennlee, was 
at the southwest corner of the original Braeswood 
subdivision. ]   See ñYour Houseò continued on page 5 
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      2328 Underwood Blvd. 

Ellen & Robert Wagnon 
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Old Braeswood POA Meeting on Nov. 14   
 

All residents of Old Braeswood are automatically members of the Prop-
erty Owners Association, which held its annual Members Meeting on 
November 19th, hosted by Jessica and Ethan Phillips in their beautiful 
home. Reports were given, food and wine shared, and residents elected 
a new Executive Committee for 2020. Those officers, along with Chair-
persons of the POAôs committees are listed elsewhere in this newsletter.  
Thank you, Jessica and Ethan, for welcoming us to your home! 

Book Club  

The Old Braeswood Book 
Club met in January for its 
annual brunch at Hotel 
ZaZa followed by an 
MFAH tour. 

Start reading for the Feb-
ruary meeting, which will 
discuss Erotic Stories for 

Punjabi Widows, by Balli 
Kaur Jaswal. It was the 
Reece Witherspoon Book 
Club pick for March 2018.  

To join or ask questions 
about Book Club, contact 
Krista Heidersbach, kris-
ta_rust@yahoo.com, (713) 
667-5391. 

 

 

ñYour Houseò contôd from Page 2  

Old Braeswood resident W. Howard 
Lee was T.P.ôs nephew [Spring 2011 
article on 2330 Blue Bonnet.]  T.P.ôs 
friend Evalyn Davis lived at 2330 
North Braeswood. [Fall 2013 
newsletter article] 

Ellenôs family is also part of Houston 
history. Her great-grandfather Harris 
Weingarten, a Polish immigrant, 
opened a grocery store in downtown 
Houston in 1901. Her grandfather Joe 
Weingarten joined the business and 
pioneered self-service and cash-and-
carry shopping.  

In 1948, Joe founded Weingarten 
Realty, which initially built grocery 
stores and later developed shopping 
centers. When the family sold the 
grocery business in 1980 to increase 
its focus on real estate, the downtown 
grocery store had grown to a chain of 
104 grocery stores in five states.  

Grandfather Joe enjoyed his success 
by commissioning an architect to 
design a home for his family in 
Riverside Terrace. That architect was 
Joseph Finger, designer of the 
Battlesteinsô landmark department 

store. He used Gene Werlein, architect 
of the Battlesteinôs house, to design 
Weingarten grocery stores. 

Ellenôs father, Bernard Louis 
Weingarten, was Joeôs son. Ellenôs 
parents bought Joeôs Riverside home 
when he and wife Malvina joined the 
Battlesteinôs at 1400 Hermann Drive. 
Ellen spent her early  childhood there. 

The Battelsteins, the Lees, and the 
Weingartens. The history of Old 
Braeswood is the history of Houston 
and many makers of that history 
intersect at 2328 Underwood. 

[This is the 60th article in a 
continuing series on houses and 
people in Old Braeswood. Suggestions 
for future columns are welcome.]  


