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    2nd Annual Neighbor-to-Neighbor House Tour:  Nov.  4  

Brays Bayou Report by Len Teich   

The Bayou Preservation Associationôs 15th Annual Symposium, on October 18th, was en-
titled Staying Awake after the Harvey Wake-up Call, reflecting concern shared by all of 
us living along Brays Bayou. 
 

We should expect more ñHarveys.ò In fact the city and county have been planning for 
floods for decades. The requirement in place since 1990 was that new construction be at 
least two feet above the 100-year flood plain level.  Only 1% of Harris County buildings 
built after 1990 flooded during Harvey. In other words, itôs mostly older homes and 
buildings built before 1990 that took damage. As a result of Harvey the requirement 
now is that new construction be at least two feet above the 500-year flood plain, a sub-
stantially tougher requirement. Harris County currently has the toughest flood plain 
construction regulations in the United States.  
 

We are currently approaching the end of our Brays Bayou reconstruction project. Dig-
ging started at the Gulf and is at least underway out to almost Bissonnet, with re-
sodding complete to almost West Loop 610. Exten-
sive re-landscaping will follow with a tentative 
completion date of 2021. The Bayou reconstruc-
tion projects seem to help. Simms Bayou by Hobby 
Airport, the only bayou with a completed project, 
was also the watershed that performed best during 
Harvey.   
 

On the sidelines of the Symposium Gary Zikka, 
chief engineer on the Brays Bayou reconstruction, 
confirmed that some Brays Bayou neighborhoods 
will be protected to a 1% event (100-year flood) 
while others will not be, even after project comple-
tion, for example Meyerland. Nevertheless some 
brave souls are reconstructing homes there. There 
are currently 112 new home construction projects 
in Meyerland.                        
                                (Continued on page 3) 
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The second annual Old Braeswood House Tour is for Old Braeswood residents and 
their invited guests who accompany them. The purpose of the tour is to provide an 
opportunity for neighbors to get to know each other and enjoy visiting different 
homes in our neighborhood.  See page 6 for a list of houses on the tour. 

2302 Blue Bonnet Blvd.  



PAGE 2 OLD BRAESWOOD NEWS 

Your House Has a History   by Susan Froehly Teich, OBPOA Historian  

Some houses in Old Braeswood, like 2212 Glen Haven 
Blvd., were designed by architects who also designed fa-
miliar public Houston landmarks. Harry Payne designed 
the Glen Haven house [Braeswood, An Architectural 
History, by Stephen Fox, at pages 20-21] as well as the 
now demolished Robertson Stadium at the University of 
Houston and (with others) the Lamar High School. His 
client on Glen Haven was Miss Mary Turner OôRiordan, 
a real estate agent, who may have built the house on 
spec. There is no evidence in the Houston City Directory 
that she ever lived in it.  
 

The house is first listed in the 1930-1931 Directory with 
Harry L. Edwards and his wife Blanche as residents. 
Harry was a ñsalesman.ò Apparently he and Blanche 
were renters because the Directory did not use its usual 
designation for ownership, a circle with an ñoò in the 
middle. They were the first among many to be welcomed 
at that address.  
 

The first actual owners, Edgar L. Griffith and his wife 
Alice, appear the following year. Edgar was a district 
manager for Peoria Life Insurance Company. That the 
Griffiths stayed only a year may be related to the prob-
lems at Peoria Life. The company became insolvent in 
1933. (The bankruptcy court appointed a receiver and 
agents like Edgar sued for commissions due them from 
premiums paid by policy holders before the receiver was 
appointed. In 1941 the Supreme Court of Illinois ruled 
against them.)  

 

It was back to renters in the 1932-1933 Directory 
with Patrick R. Rutherford and wife Elizabeth 
(Bettye) Traylor. He was an independent oilman and 
president of both the Rutherford Drilling Company 
and the San Patricio Drilling Company, with wells in 
Texas, Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico. The Ruther-
fords are mentioned in Stephen Foxôs book The 
Country Houses of John F. Staub because of work 
Staub did for them in River Oaks on a house they 
bought in 1941. Patrick sat on many Boards and was 
a founding Director of Southwest Airlines.  
 

The house again saw new residents in 1934, its fourth 
family in five years. And again, they came from oil. 
They were homeowners J. Sidney Wheless Jr. and 
wife Alice who lived there 1934-1936. The garage 
apartment was occupied by Avery Simmons 
(yardman) and wife Eula. Sidney was president of 
Hampton Core Barrel and Supply Company, Scout 
Oil and Royalty Corp. and Wheless Oil Corp. His of-
fice was in the Sterling Building.  
 

Abraham I. Lack and his wife Sarah followed, buying 
the Glen Haven house in 1937 and staying 
through1947. He owned Lackôs Auto Supply 
(wholesale and retail auto supplies, radio sets, refrig-
erators and sporting goods). The warehouse and of-
fice were at 1310-16 Clay Ave. There were  five Hou-
ston stores (at 4110 S Main; 1413 Washington  Ave.; 
                                                                             (Continued on Page 3)  
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