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In this issue 

Spring Letter from the President  by Samia Khalil, M.D. 

My Dear Neighbors,  
 

I hope that you and your family are healthy and doing well, and I am glad that a good 
number of Old Braeswood (OB) neighbors received the vaccine. 

We are excited that our guest speaker at our Spring Membership meeting is the re-
nowned Dr. Peter Hotez, Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular Virology and Dean of 
the National School of Tropical Medicine at Baylor College of Medicine. He is also Co-
director of the Texas Children’s Center for Vaccine Development which is leading the 
development of vaccines for parasitic infections, SARS, and COVID-19. Please join us 
for his presentation on Thursday, May 13, at 6 p.m., which will be followed by a Q & A 
session.  

I received a call from Senator John Whitmire expressing his appreciation for the work 
that OBPOA did to eliminate the racial covenants from our deed restrictions. Recently, 
the bill that he sponsored (SB30) was approved by the Senate. This new law will make 
it much easier and less costly for other subdivisions to get rid of racial language from 
their deed restrictions. 

My special thanks to our neighbors who paid their POA dues and Patrol subscriptions, 
particularly to those who donated additional funds to help with the cost of the Patrol.  
As of April 16, a total of 165 households have paid both dues and Patrol subscrip-
tion. 18 households have paid the annual patrol subscription only. And 10 have paid 
dues only. We ask that the rest of our neighbors (over 100 households) who have not 
yet made a payment, please do so.  Once we collect sufficient funds, we will be able to 
increase Patrol hours to 56 hrs/wk. The current coverage is 52 hrs/wk.  

Please, remember that the POA manages our patrol coverage, communicates and alerts 
neighbors via emails and mailings, publishes the newsletter, manages mosquito spray-
ing, oversees compliance with the deed restrictions, advocates with the city to repair 
our streets, infrastructure, and traffic safety, coordinates  committee activities, social 
events, and other services. All neighbors are benefiting from these services; therefore, it 
is a universal obligation for all of us to share in the cost of the services provided. 

A representative from the office of Council Member Abbie Kamin (District C) together 
with two representatives from the City’s Public Works Dept. made a site visit to inspect 
the poor condition of the 2400 and 2500 blocks of Maroneal and Glen Haven. They 
were struck by the poor condition of Maroneal. The three agreed that Maroneal needs 
to be completely reconstructed. However, the City currently does not have funds to do 
extensive repairs. Council Member Kamin is looking for funds to help replace some of 
the worst panels on Maroneal and a few areas on Glen Haven. We are waiting on the 
city's response as to which panels can be replaced and the timing of any repairs. 

Our thanks to the Cat Squad for their hard work. We can help them in a variety of ways. 
Their needs are listed in Julie Cohn’s update on page 5 of this newsletter. 

With my best wishes, 

Samia Khalil, MD 
OBPOA President 
President@OldBraeswood.com 
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Save the date for the  
OBPOA Membership Meeting 

featuring guest speaker  
and noted virologist 

 

Dr. Peter Hotez MD   
6:00 pm. Thursday 

May 13, 2021 
via Zoom  

Visit www.OldBraeswood.com  
to register 

See Page 10 for more information. 

OBPOA  

PO Box 541346 

Houston  TX  77254 

OldBraeswood.com 

713-807-1787 
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Designed by architect Carl A. Mulvey, the Tudor Revival 
house at 2318 Glen Haven is one of five houses built by 
Braeswood Corporation between 1928 and 1929.  

The first owners were Harry Berkey Jewett Sr. and his 
wife Gladys. In moving to Old Braeswood, Harry was 
joining a neighborhood that would welcome many 
founders of clothing stores with names that are still fa-
miliar: Battelstein’s (2328 Underwood), Suitmart (2335 
Maroneal), Palais Royal (2409 Maroneal), Craig’s Ready 
to Wear (2321 Blue Bonnet), and Everitt Buelow (also, 
2321 Blue Bonnet). 

Harry was another such founder. In about 1900 he went 
to work at Kiam Clothing (Main and Preston) and be-
came friends with coworker William E. Leopold. Leopold 
left to found Leopold & Price in 1906, purveyors of fine 
clothing. Harry formed his own company in 1919 by join-
ing Richard Rolle and Don F. Beck to form Rolle, Jewett 
& Beck, also offering fine clothing (406 Main St.). The 
friends’ two companies were destined to merge. But that 
comes later. 

Shortly after Gladys Jewett’s death in 1969, Harry sold 
the Glen Haven house to son Harry Jr., who had grown 
up there.  

Harry Sr. died in 1978 and, in announcing his death, the 
Houston Chronicle’s headline described him as a “civic 
leader.” He had held leadership positions in various re-
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Your House Has a History  by Susan Froehly Teich, OBPOA Historian  

tail merchants’ associations, Houston Rotary, Shriners 
(Galveston) Burn Hospital for Children, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, and the Houston Livestock Show. He was instru-
mental in founding the Houston Heart Association and 
the Houston Medical Center. He had been Assistant Sec-
retary/Treasurer of Texas Trust Co. (later, Bankers Mort-
gage Co.).  

But back to clothing. Rolle, Jewett & Beck moved to 811-
813 Main in 1925  (with a large, congratulatory ad in the 
Houston Chronicle by Harry Jewett’s Old Braeswood 
neighbor Harry Battlestein) and then to 1002 Main in 
1939. In 1946, Don Beck retired. That same year Harry 
sold his interest to Harry Jr. and Richard Rolle. Eventu-
ally Harry Jr. sold out to Rolle, and the business was re-
named Rolle’s.  

In 1958 Rolle’s lost its lease, liquidated its stock, and 
merged with Leopold & Price, becoming Leopold, Price & 
Rolle. It opened stores in malls throughout the Houston 
area. Eventually Leopold, Price & Rolle ended operation, 
closing its last stores in 1995.                                  

All of the companies that started with Harry Jewett  ad-
vertised heavily in Houston newspapers. Those ads pro-
vide a window onto the dress code of a time gone by. No 
man would have thought of going to work without a jack-
et and tie. No woman would have thought of going to 
work in pants.                                      (Continued on next page) 

2318 Glen Haven Blvd., home of  The Rings 
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House continued from page 2 
“Casual Friday” had not yet been invented. Even housewives 
kept a couple of suits handy for shopping downtown, daytime 
socials, or church. And going off to college required a wardrobe 
that mimicked what the adults were wearing. 

The house at 2318 Glen Haven found new owners in 1985 with 
its purchase by Geoffrey Kenly Walker and his wife, Ann 
Kennedy. They stayed four years before moving to North 
Boulevard. Geoffrey, a corporate securities attorney, is now 
with Andrews Kurth. Ann’s career has been in business 
management consulting. In addition, like Harry Jewett, she is a 
civic leader. In 2011 she was appointed Executive Director of 
the Houston Symphony. Among her many Board positions in 
Houston, she has served as Vice-Chair of Teach for America-
Houston and Board Chair of Hermann Park Conservancy.  

The next owners came in 1989, William H. and Janna M. 
Taylor. Janna, a psychologist, worked in the Neuropsychology 
section of NeuroOncology at MD Anderson, and was an officer 
of the Old Braeswood POA for years. Bill managed oil and gas 
trading for various firms. When he retired, he was a partner at 
Vitol, the giant Dutch energy and commodity trading company. 
He later started a private hedge fund in Houston. 

Christopher and Mindy Ring are the current owners, joining 
Old Braeswood in 2012. Chris, a 4th generation Texan, works 
for his family’s engineering firm, Kemlon Products. Kemlon, in 
operation since 1950, designs and manufactures custom parts 
for various industries, primarily oil and gas. Mindy cares for 
their young children. 

For 93 years, the house at 2318 Glen Haven has seen the 
unfolding history of Old Braeswood. Its preservation has added 
to the rich texture of our neighborhood. 

[This is the 65th article in a continuing series on houses and 
people in Old Braeswood. Suggestions for future columns are 
welcome.]    

 

   

Harry Jewett, Sr. 

Chris & Mindy Ring with children Max, Ben and Sophie. 
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Old Braeswood neighbors came through again!  The silent auction 
netted nearly $1000, which will go toward Patrol expenses. We are 
a diverse community of many talents! Thank you to all our donors!  
Thank you to all our bidders! And, thank you to those who volun-
teered to provide items for our next auction!    

The three autographed Astros photos from an anonymous donor 
went to the Wagnons, Giulio Draetta, and Breisen Miller (a walk-
ing encyclopedia when it comes his favorite baseball team).   

Old Braeswood professional social worker turned artist extraordi-
naire, Dee Murray, who also chairs the Patrol Committee, donated 
two original paintings: two cardinals on granite went to the Wag-
nons, and a whimsical heart painting went to our newsletter editor, 
Susan Teich, for her granddaughter. Neighborhood businesses do-
nated gift certificates:  Shoayb Nasser, from the UK, has just 
moved Nutrition Depot to the Rice Village at 2412 Rice Blvd. He 
has an abundance of products to help keep you healthy for life! An 
anonymous bidder snagged that gift certificate.  Across the street, 
at 2407 Rice Blvd. is Salento Bistro, which donated a gift certifi-
cate, also won by Susan Teich. Owner and OB neighbor Jackie 
Campbell is originally from Latin America. Jackie wants us to 
know that Thursday is “Ladies Night” with all sorts of surprises. 
Janice Gregory, who works at a jewelry store, between Salento and 
Nutrition Depot, won the gift certificate from Kim’s Hair Studio. 
Originally, from Vietnam, stylist Kim Doan chose Houston as her 
home. Kim has a following of long-time neighborhood clients who 
appreciate Kim’s service. She welcomes new clients at 2431 W. 
Holcombe, 281-773-5197. 

Retired Drs. Samia and Kamal Khalil, originally from Egypt, won 
the set of wine glasses from Czech Center Museum Houston.  A 
replica of the set was used in several Czech films.  The Czech Cen-
ter is available for rentals at 50% occupancy for events, and their 
new exhibit is “Survival Through Art”, according to Sandra Sa-
molik, Managing Director.   

Dr. Giulio Draetta, Chief Scientific Officer, MD Anderson, had the 

winning bid for the book from Holocaust Museum Houston.  He 
and wife Marina enjoyed a brief tour of the Museum and were im-

pressed by its offerings. Managing Director & Director of Public 
Programs Tamara Savage invites everyone to visit and take a tour 

and see the exhibit: “Stories of Survival: Object. Image. Memory.” 

Ask Elayne by Elayne Kozounis, OB Gardener 

The extent of damage to your outdoor plants by 
the February freeze will be influenced by their 
hardiness, age, and general health before the 
freeze.  

Damage to most citrus fruit trees occurs when 
temperatures fall below 28 degrees for at least 
four hours. That happened this February. Grapefruits are the most 
cold-hardy citrus fruit in part because of their thick skins, followed 
by oranges, lemons and limes. Large and thick-skinned fruit are 
more cold-tolerant than small, thin-skinned fruit.  

Plants with thick fleshy roots like cannas, fire spike, four o’clocks, 
and gingers can be cut all the way to the ground, and they will re-
grow. Even after severe freezes, most plants like bougainvillea and 
hibiscus come back from the roots, so don’t give up on them. 

Most cool season vegetables will not likely be killed by the cold 
temperatures we experienced this year, though their leaves may 
sustain some measure of freeze damage. The real cold weather 
champs are beets, Brussels sprouts, carrots, collards, kale, parsley, 
and spinach. Expect cool-season plants that were burned by our 
freeze to put on new growth in warmer weather. 

Some plants won’t stand any freezing weather regardless of how 
many toughening techniques you employ. That is one reason for 
using only thoroughly hardy plants in the basic framework of your 
landscape and the less hardy, more tender plants as filler to add 
interest to entryways, flower beds or borders. 

The full extent of injury to many plants may not become apparent 
until summer. It will be of utmost importance that cold-stressed 
plants are provided with good care throughout the growing season 
to safely achieve a full recovery where that is possible. 

Adopt–A-Drain Additions  

Two more drains have 
been adopted since the last 
newsletter! Thanks to these 
drain adopters and their 
families: 

Dr. Sam Sukkar and Laura 
Sukkar, who have named their drain Stormy Sukkar. It is at the 
NW corner of Bellefontaine and Morningside.   

Brad and Afton Griffin, who have claimed the drain at 2319 Glen 
Haven and named it Going With The Flow.   

Join the fun!  Go to www.houstonadoptadrain.org or for help ask 
Susan Teich at steich1@comcast.net. 

Thank You, Auction Donors!   

http://www.houstonadoptadrain.org
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 Honoring Mark Hausknecht, MD 

The Houston Medical Center has honored Old Braeswood 
resident Dr. Mark Hausknecht with an outdoor space for 
rest and contemplation dedicated to his memory. At the cen-
ter is a granite sculpture, Mobius, selected by Mark’s wife, 
G.G. Hsieh. A “Möbius Strip” is the simplest non-orientable 
surface, a nod to Mark’s long interest in topology. 

The artist, Canadian Jeremy Guy, believes that “our sur-
roundings shape how we feel, think and act.” He has said 
that his “role as an artist is to create a pause for contempla-
tion by embracing that which is new and highlighting the 
wonder of what is already there.” The sculpture succeeds on 
both counts. It also succeeds in recalling Mark’s embrace of 
Buddhism, with Buddhism’s emphasis on meditation. 
 

This peaceful space amidst the bustle of the Medical Center 
was made possible by Methodist Hospital and the donations 
of Mark’s many friends. Come enjoy its serenity. Located 
just outside the main entrance to Methodist Hospital Walter 
Tower, 6551 Bertner, on the right of the main door as you 
exit the building. Walk down the paved walkway and you will 
see the oval surrounded by greenery. For more information 
see: hausknechtmemorial.wordpress.com.  

Old Braeswood in the News 
President Samia Khalil’s letter to the editor concern-
ing  OBPOA’s 2019 effort to remove racial covenants 
from the deed restrictions was printed in the Houston 
Chronicle on February 14th.  

Old Braeswood resident Julie Cohn and former resi-
dent Kellie Nwokedi were quoted in the March 19th 
issue of Austin-based Texas Tribune regarding our 
successful effort to remove racial language from Old 
Braeswood deed restrictions. 

https://www.texastribune.org/2021/03/17/texas-
property-deeds-racist-clause 

The next day, March 20th, the Houston Chronicle fea-
tured resident Jackie Traywick in an article beginning 
on page one of the Business Section: Houston awash 
in empty office space as companies keep ‘kicking can 
down the road’. Jackie is COO of Central Houston, 
Inc., a nonprofit advocacy group working for the con-
tinued revitalization of downtown Houston. 

Cat Squad Update by Julie Cohn  

The valiant Old Braeswood Cat Squad volunteers have 
been hard at work. Since mid-July 2020, they have 
trapped and neutered 42 cats. Of those, they’ve been 
able to socialize and adopt out 12 cats and kittens. De-
spite the setbacks caused by Winter Storm Uri, their 
work continues, and they need help. Please consider 
volunteering - there are multiple ways to get involved: 

1.  Trap feral cats in your own yard for neutering/
spaying (the Squad will coordinate with you re: 
traps and transportation) 

2.  Volunteer to transfer cats from Old Braeswood 
to the vet on Stella Link on trap-neuter-release 
days 

3.  Serve as back-up coordinator - keeping and dis-
tributing trapping supplies. 

4.  Foster and socialize kittens and cats when appro-
priate, with supplies and medical care provided 
by the Squad. 

5.  Donate supplies - check with the Squad to learn 
more about what they need. 

Questions/comments/ready to help? Contact Shari 
Esquenazi at esquenazishari@gmail.com 

https://www.texastribune.org/2021/03/17/texas-property-deeds-racist-clause/
https://www.texastribune.org/2021/03/17/texas-property-deeds-racist-clause/
mailto:esquenazishari@gmail.com
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 Garden Club Resumes  

Gatherings this Spring 

The Board of the Old Braeswood Garden 
Club met in the garden of President Alicia 
vonGreisman in March to enjoy lunch and 
plan the return to in-person meetings. 
Everyone on the Board was fully immun-
ized and it was their 
first meeting in over 
a year.  

The February freeze 
had taken its toll on 
Alicia’s landscaping, 
but she fooled Nature 
(and us) by covering 
dead leaves with 
green spray paint. 
Now, that’s imagina-
tive gardening! 

The new Club Year begins in September 
with invitations to all dues paying mem-
bers for the annual Kick Off BBQ. To be 
included in the BBQ, the December Holi-

day Party, and 
other fun 
events, send 
your check for 
$35 payable 
to OB Garden 
Club to Mari-
bel Reuter, 
2508 Maro-
neal. 

 

For questions, please contact Alicia at  
GardenClub@OldBraeswood.com. 

Flower Show Winners 2021 
The year 2020 was a year without a Flower Show, a sad first for the 
Garden Club. But President Alicia vonGreisman made sure that 2021 
not only had a Flower Show but had one that more than made up for 
last year. She hosted the April event in her garden with a buffet, a 
string quartet, a variety of wines and other drinks, and specially de-
signed gifts for the winners. Thank you, Alicia, for your hospitality, in-
genuity, and generosity! 

Among the 40 attending were a couple of our old friends no longer liv-
ing in the neighborhood, Kathy (and Tom) Lord and Laurie Eckman. 
For many years Laurie’s husband David has totaled the ballots and he 
did so again. All entries followed the club’s chosen theme for this Flow-
er Show, “Liberty.” 

First Place – Janice Gregory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Place – Dee Murray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Third Place – Elayne Kouzounis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:GardenClub@OldBraeswood.com


Garden Club Flower Show & Spring Celebration 
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Stats for Old Braeswood for April 1, 2020 
through March 31, 2021:  
 

Total Homes Currently For Sale                         7 

Minimum List Price:                                 $945,000 

Maximum List Price:                              $2,285,000 

Average list price:                                   $1,380,167 

Minimum Days on Market:                                     2 

Average Days on Market:                                   109 
 

Homes Sold Since 4/1/2020                                  6 

Minimum Sales Price:                                $610,000 

Maximum Sales Price:                             $1,275,000 

Average Sales Price:                                  $879,857 

Average List Price:                                     $921,714 

Max. Sales Price per Sq.Ft.                           $349.32 

Average Sales Price per Sq.Ft.                      $256.21 
 

Lots for Sale  (2 under contract)                           4 

Total Lots Sold since 4/1/20:                                 2 

Minimum Sold Price:                                $680,000 

Maximum Sold Price:                                $790,000 

Average Sales Price per Sq.Ft.                       $61.16 

Real Estate Report  by Dawn Gervais, 

Realtor ® Consultant * Old Braeswood Neighbor  

The freak winter storm we had did little to 
slow down local real estate. Although it has 
caused some delays due to plumbing related 
repairs and property damage on homes for 
sale or coming on the market. According to 
the latest Houston Association of Realtors 
the luxury housing was the top-performing 
segment among homebuyers.  

Homes priced at $750,000 and above surged 
64.9 % compared to last year.  We are seeing 
more consumers that want to buy a home 
now, especially with the prospect of rising 
mortgage interest rates.  Interest rates have 
an interesting effect on affordability, but in-
come level seems to have the most influence.  
This is a good time to sell, but keep in mind 
correct pricing is important. 

 
 

Reminder:  
Don’t forget it’s time for all new home own-

ers to fill out and file their Homestead  
Exemption forms— the deadline is April 30. 
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Trash & Recycling Schedule 
Recycling       Every other Tuesday (B) 

Dates               April 13 & 27              May 11 & 25 
                            June   8 & 22              July  6  & 20  
Household Trash       Tuesdays (in city provided bins) 

Yard Waste                        Tuesdays (in biodegradable bags) 

Junk / Tree Limbs     3rd Monday of each month 

                                       Junk Waste (+ tree limbs) in Even months 
                                       Tree waste only in Odd months 
 

Place household garbage or recycling at the curb in the city-provided auto-
mated bins no earlier than 6 p.m. the evening preceding collection and no 
later than 7 a.m. on the day of pick up. Remove bins  from curb no later 
than 10 p.m. on collection day. Bins left on the street beyond these times 
are subject to city fines. Ensure bins are accessible and not blocked by vehi-
cles. Space bins a minimum of 3 feet apart. 

Yard waste must be contained in city-approved biodegradable bags and 
placed at the curb. Branches must be tied into 3-4 ft bundles. 

Visit www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste for more information. 

Social Sunday Hours: Free Ice Cream on 
April 25th from 5 to 7 p.m. 

To kick up Sunday’s So-
cial hours, we will have 
an ice cream cart at the 
esplanade at the corner of 
Greenbriar & Blue Bon-
net Blvd, from 5-7 pm. 
On Sunday, April 25. 
Walk over with your fam-
ily & pick up a sweet treat 
from the POA. This loca-
tion has been selected to 
help with social distanc-
ing. Crowd control volun-
teers and hand sanitizer 
will be available. We ask 
that you please wear a 
mask when picking up 
your ice cream. 

We hope everyone will 
get outside and reconnect with neighbors. Celebrate the season by 
strolling at a distance and waving, greeting neighbors from afar, and oth-
erwise showing distant solidarity during the cool of evening in our beau-
tiful neighborhood! 

Join us for Social Hours on the last Sunday of each month, 5:00 — 7:00 
p.m., until further notice. 

For information about the CDC guidelines or County Stay Home visit 
https://www.readyharris.org/stay-home or https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

2021  

OBPOA Officers & 
Chairpersons 

President Samia Khalil  

Vice Pres. Ann Garnett  

Vice Pres. Paul Sanders 

Vice Pres. Fred Steves 

At-Large Jean Boisaubin  

At-Large John Eldridge 

Treasurer Mike Kelly 

Secretary Erica Hittner 

Past President Julie Cohn  

***************************************************** 

Arch. Review Paul Sanders  

Advisory Dee Murray 
 David Leathers 

Block Captains Christine Manca 

Directory Sally Miller 

Enforcement John Eldridge 

Flood Control Len Teich  

Garden Club Alicia vonGreisman 
 

Newsletter Susan Teich  
 Evalyn Krudy 

Park Annette Eldridge  

Preservation  Joe Manca 

Patrol Dee Murray 

Social Events Krista Heidersbach  

Trees Paul Sanders 

University Place Andrea Lapsley 

Welcome Maribel Reuter 

Executive Director  Evalyn Krudy         
& Manager  

 

Welcome,  
New Neighbors! 

 

Blake & Joel Watts 

2326 Gramercy Blvd. 

Tom Anderson 
2131 Maroneal Blvd.  
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OBPOA Membership Meeting: 6 p.m. on May 13, 2021 

Featuring Guest Speaker Dr. Peter Hotez, MD   
We are thrilled to announce that that noted virologist Peter Hotez, 
MD, PhD, FATMH, FAAP, has agreed to be our guest speaker at 
the association’s Spring Membership Meeting at 6:00 pm on 
Tuesday, May 13th.  Dr. Hotez was kind enough, despite his 
extremely busy schedule, to accept our invitation to speak at the 
meeting, which traditionally features a speaker on a topic of 
interest to neighbors. Because he was only available on May 13th at 
6 p.m. the meeting date has changed. Dr. Hotez will present a 
topic related to the COVID19 pandemic, followed by a Q&A 
session. We will share the title of his presentation as soon as we 
receive it. 

The membership meeting will be held via Zoom. Please visit 
www.OldBraeswood.com for a registration link. Please note this 
meeting has been moved and was originally scheduled for April 
20, so please update your calendars.  

Dr. Hotez is Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular Virology and 
Dean of the National School of Tropical Medicine at Baylor 
College of Medicine. He is also Co-Director of the Texas Children’s 
Center for Vaccine Development leading to the development of 
vaccines for parasitic infections, SARS and COVID19.  He has authored more than 500 scientific papers. He is 
an elected member of the National Academy of Medicine and the American Academy of Arts & Sciences, a 
leading science communicator and global health and vaccine advocate.  He appears frequently on CNN, 
MSNBC and Fox News.  

Thanks to our sponsor, Daniel Parker! 


