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Letter from the President  
 

Dear Neighbors, 

I hope that you and your families are doing well. Recently, the weather is getting cooler 
and drier. Many of us are enjoying the outdoors. Currently, our financial status is good, 
mainly due to decreasing SEALôs weekly hours. Unfortunately, about one-third of our 
neighbors do not pay either the POA dues or the Patrol subscription. Block Captains will 
soon reach out to those who have not paid this year to remind them about the need for 
their support.  

There is an increase in the crime rate in our neighborhood and adjacent areas.  Armed 
robbers stole wallets and cell phones from working yard crews in the middle of the day 
and Several bicycles were stolen from garages and items from unlocked cars. Recently a 
man tried to break into a house on Glen Haven but fled when the alarm sounded. Some 
of our neighbors prefer to hire a different patrol company that provides a higher level of 
service than SEAL. The cost will be higher.  The coverage needs to be considered care-
fully and input from a majority of neighbors is needed.  Therefore, I have appointed a 
security sub-committee, chaired by Dee Murray. Committee members are Julie Cohn, 
George Hittner, Daniel Parker and Tommy OôNeil. They started their work and are 
planning to conduct a survey to collect input from all neighbors. When you receive the 
survey by email later this month, please fill it out and be part of the conversation. We 
value your input. 

We are happy that the City of Houston approved the repair of the 2400 -2500 blocks of 
Maroneal St. early next year.  They are  also evaluating Glen Haven Boulevardôs condition 
for similar repairs.  

I thank the Garden Club members for being active and conducting several functions. Re-
cently, they arranged an evening gathering with invited speaker Debora Duncan, at Ali-
ciaôs garden. On Oct. 19th, there will be a flower show arranged by Maribel Reuter and 
G.G. Hsieh. 

In accordance with the recently enacted state law, Paul Sanders, Chair of the ARC no 
longer serves on the Executive Committee.  I would like to thank Paul Sanders for a well 
done job during his service on the Executive Committee POA officers for next year will be 
elected at the annual meeting on November 16 from a slate to be drawn up by our Nomi-
nating Committee chaired by Jean Boisaubin. Also on the Committee are Paul Sanders, 
Ann Garnett, George Hittner, and G.G. Hsieh. If you are interested in serving as an of-
ficer or on a committee, please send us a note or call us at 713-807-1787.  Please watch 
your mailbox later this month for the An-
nual Meeting notice.  
 

Best regards, 

Samia Khalil  MD, President 

OBOPA, President   
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Old Braeswood  

Annual Meeting 

November 16,2021 

@ 7 p.m. 
 

Save the date for the Annual Meeting. 
Due to health concerns we will hold 
the meeting virtually via Zoom  
on November 16 at 7 pm.  

Please check the website for  
login information. 

OBPOA  

PO Box 541346 

Houston  TX  77254 

OldBraeswood.com 

713-807-1787 
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The house at 2330 Underwood began its history with a 
name known to any resident of Old Braeswood who has 
ventured outside The Loop into Memorial. Fondren 
Road is named for Walter W. Fondren, Sr., a co-founder 
of the Humble Oil Company. His son, Walter W. 
Fondren, Jr., and wife Mary were the first owners of 
2330 Underwood.  

According to architectural historian Stephen Fox, the 
house was built in 1930.  The Fondrens donôt appear in 
the Houston City Directory until 1934. Their architect 
was Eugene Werlin, who designed Mecom Fountain. 

Walter Jr., president of Fondren Oil Co., Inc., lived in the 
house until 1948, when he and Mary moved to 3619 
Knollwood Drive in River Oaks. The Shamrock Hotel, a 
mecca for Old Braeswood residents, occasionally brought 
the Fondrens back, and Walter tragically died after chok-
ing on some food there in 1961. 

The Fondrens sold to Joe R. Steele, president of Mer-
chandise Sales Corporation, a commercial refrigeration 
and air conditioning distributor, and his wife Hattie 
Steele. 

The next owners were Aileen and Harry Bernard Gordon 
of the Gordonôs Jewelers family. Repeatedly the history 
of Old Braeswood has revealed that multiple houses were 
home to members of the same family. The Gordons top 
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Your House Has a History  by Susan Froehly Teich, OBPOA Historian  

the list with four houses. Meyer Morris Gordon, founder 
of Gordonôs Jewelers, lived at 2329 Gramercy. [See Old 
Braeswood Newsletter, November 2009 edition.] His 
son Aaron Samuel Gordon and wife Anaruth lived at 
2339 Underwood. Meyerôs daughter Bertha and husband 
Isadore L. Miller lived at 2343 Glen Haven. And Harry 
and Aileen in the Underwood house. All of them were in 
the family business. 

Gordonôs Jewelerôs was the first jewelry store company 
listed on the New York Stock Exchange and at one time 
the second largest retail jewelry chain in the world. In 
1989 Zales Corporation bought Gordonôs. Then in 2014 
Signet Corporation bought Zales. The brand ñGordonôs 
Jewelersò has survived and is widely used. 

In 1969 the Gordons sold to Dr. Montague Land and his 
wife Carol. Dr. Landôs 1988 Houston Chronicle obituary 
states that he was the first medical oncologist at Baylor 
College of Medicine and the first at Methodist Hospital. 
He was Chief of Baylorôs Department of Oncology (1969-
1992) and Vice Chair of Pharmacology at Baylor (1969-
1995). Carol was an art dealer and interior designer. 

Next came architect and developer Walter William Scar-
borough and wife Marion (1974-1975). After training at 
Rice and UT-Austin, Walter apprenticed under Frank L. 

2330 Underwood Blvd. 



          PAGE 3    OLD BRAESWOOD NEWS                  FALL 2021 

ñHouseò   continued from page 2 
 

Wright, then returned to Houston. He was a major player 
in Houstonôs development, often appearing in the business 
section of the Houston Chronicle, before Houstonôs 
economic downturn in the 1980s.  

There followed a general manager for Shell Oil, George 
Holzman and wife Sara (1975-1981). They sold to Nicholas 
L. Swyka and wife Shannon (1981-1987). Nicholas was a 
vice president and partner of Simmons & Company 
International, an investment bank specializing in the 
energy industry. Nicholas also served as president of the 
Houston Ballet Foundation. 

From 1987 to 1991, the Underwood house was owned by 
Paula and James W. Ogg.  Jim was the brother of a 16-year 
Texas legislator, Jack Ogg. That made him the uncle of the 
current Harris County District Attorney, Kim Ogg. Jim was 
a principal in MGSI, Securities, Inc. and CEO of The 
Westcap Corporation, a growth 
equity firm. 

John Neese, the current owner, 
took possession as of 1991. John 
manages a family trust and has 
carefully preserved both the 
building, through renovation, and 
its history, through its deed 
records.  

Although 2330 Underwood is one 
of Old Braeswoodôs earliest 
structures, it is now in one 
respect very much a part of 
modern times. John has given it a 
geothermal heating and cooling system.  

[This is the 67th article in a continuing series on houses 
and people in Old Braeswood. Suggestions for future 
columns are welcome.]    

 

Cat Squad Update 
 

The Cat Squad reports that 
it has TRNôd (Trapped, 
Neutered, Returned) 96 
kitties, and has fostered 
another 67 kittens/sweet 
adult cats from the streets 
and gotten them adopted into loving homes since the 
program began. ñNone of this would be possible without 
the tremendously generous support of our neighbors, and 
the time/love that the volunteers from Old Braeswood and 
surrounding neighborhoods spend each week on these 
efforts.ò A big thank you to each of you!  And Old 
Braeswoodôs big thank you to the Cat Squad! 

Funding for TNRs. Males run $80 and females $120, if there 
are no complications. To donate directly to our account at All 
Cats, call (713) 664-2287 and ask for Jean. Our account is 
#1135 under the name of Shari Esquenazi. 

Susan & Len Teich Bid a Fond Farewell 
 

Len and I are moving out of Old Braeswood, our home 
for the last 17 years. During most of those years, I have 
been Old Braeswood Historian, a POA position that 
was vacant back in 2004. It has been enormously fun 
to learn the history of our historically significant 
neighborhood, one house at a time, and to share my 
findings with you in the newsletter column Your 
House Has a History.  

My first column appeared in the October 2007 issue 
and the house I described was my own, at 2240 Glen 
Haven Boulevard. Later, I expanded on that first arti-
cle to successfully apply for Houston Historic Designa-
tion, the first in Old Braeswood.  

A house qualifies for Houston Historic Designation if it 
is 1) a significant example of a particular architectural 
style, or 2) was the site of a historically significant 
event, or 3) was the home of a historically significant 
person. Most of the houses I have written about (67 
articles by now) would qualify.  

My house qualified largely because it was the child-
hood home of a flamboyant Texas legislator known in 
his time as Mad Dog Mengden. Coincidentally, our 
new home is a Warwick Towers condo owned initially 
by another Texas legislator, Senator Lloyd Bentsen. 
The Bentsens lived there from 1983 to 1998 and left 
behind Lloydôs desk, which still sits in the study.   

Leaving does not mean ñgoodbye.ò I am grateful that 
the Old Braeswood Garden Club allows members to 
stay even after they move out of the neighborhood. I 
have a few more columns to write. And we will contin-
ue to see friends here. The move takes us only a mile or 
two away! 

While we do not leave behind our friends, we do leave 
behind some empty slots for others to fill. Please con-
sider serving Old Braeswood in one of these ways: 

1. 1- Old Braeswood Historian 
2. 2- Newsletter Editor 
3. 3- Old Braeswood representative to the Brays Bay-
ou Association (Lenôs job) 

4. 4- Block Captain for the 2100-2200 block of Glen 
Haven 

5. 5- Custodian of the drainage inlet at Glen Haven 
and Greenbriar (SE corner)  

John Neese 

Annual House Tour Postponed 
The next Old Braeswood Neighbor-to-Neighbor 
House Tour will not take place until November of 
2022.  In 2020, several neighbors graciously partici-
pated, and we held such a tour on the exterior and 
gardens only. We are eager to return to house tours 
on the inside, as well, and the lingering situation of 
the pandemic suggests that 2021 is not yet an ideal 
time for that.  In the meantime, stay safe, and please 
continue to enjoy our beautiful neighborhood, and 
details will be forthcoming in advance of the Neigh-
bor-to-Neighbor Tour set for November 2022. 
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Garden of the Season 
 

A belated Congratulations (!!!) to Pat and Michael Insel-
mann at 2510 Bellefontaine for being honored by the Old 
Braeswood Garden Club. Their yard was designated as the 
Garden of the Season!  

 

 

Ask Elayne   by Elayne Kozounis,  
Old Braeswood Gardener 
 

What you accomplish in the garden in October is very im-
portant.  Your spring garden depends on what you do this 
month.  

Plants prefer a gradual lowering of temperatures as we 
ease into the winter months. This gives them time to go 
through acclimation process or hardening, as they transi-
tion from a relatively sensitive state to a hardier one. Hou-
ston can often experience dramatic shifts in temperature, 
sometimes within a matter of hours. If a sudden freeze 
follows balmy temperatures, this will catch a plant off 
guard, leaving it easy prey to the weather. The lower the 
temperature, the longer the exposure, and the faster the 
temperature drops, the greater the damage to the plant.  
There are certain year-round gardening practices that can 
help. 

     1.  Deep wateringðif deep watering has been practiced 
routinely, there is less to worry about 
when a freeze strikes. Deep watering 
encourages deep root growth, and 
the depth in turn protects the roots 
from cold (as well as from heat and 
drought). 

     2.  Mulchðmaintaining a 2-inch to 
3-inch layer of mulch will protect 
plants from cold (as well as heat and 
drought). 

     3.  Know your garden zonesðit is 
important to think through the placement of cold-
sensitive plants BEFORE you plant them.  Things to con-
sider include:  

 

¶ Elevationðcold air, like water, set-
tles in low areas 

¶ Soil propertiesðpoor draining soil 
results in shallower, more suscep-
tible roots 

¶ Canopy coverðplants under tree 
canopy cover usually go dormant 
slightly earlier in the fall, making 
them more prepared for cold ex-
tremes 

 4.  Locationðproximity to buildings, walls, and fences 
can contribute to keeping plants warmer by creating 
windbreaks, protecting plants from north winds; western-
er and southern exposures tend to be the warmer parts of 
the garden. 

 5.  Avoid Fall Pruning and Fertilizing - Severe pruning 
and fertilizing with high nitrogen fertilizer in the fall en-
courages new growth, which is then very sensitive to cold 
damage. Delay pruning until early spring. 

Garden Club News  

The Garden Club has added three ñgirls onlyò evening 
meetings to its Club Year 2021-2022 to accommodate 
members who have day jobs outside the home. The first 
was Sunday evening October 3 at Club president Alicia 
vonGreismanôs home. Guest 
speaker, television personality 
Deborah Duncan, spoke on 
life lessons to over 20 mem-
bers assembled in Aliciaôs 
garden. This was the first in-
person meeting of the new 
Club year. 
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